for its derangement, to a greater or lesser degree, in the diseases of almost every organ of the body, and renders it more incumbent on us to understand clearly the symptoms which may be referred to mere disturbance of function#
The most frequent symptom of irritation of the cervical and upper dorsal portion of the spinal cord, is cough; and if there was no other fact to prove the importance of more strict inquiry into the effects of disturbed influence of nerves, than the manner in which this has been wholly overlooked by our best medical writers, it would be sufficient. It occurs in very many forms, and connected with a vast variety of symptoms: sometimes it is hard, dry, and constant, or it comes on at certain hours in the day in violent convulsive paroxysms, with or without fever; and in either of these characters, it will generally be found accompanying gastric and liver affections ; sometimes uterine or dental irritation, or that produced by intestinal worms; it occasionally occurs like common cold, accompanied by slight oppression, and it is in this form it appears in the general run of spinal cases, but is seldom, as in the foregoing, attended by expectoration. Lastly, it may be met with, slight, short, and little troublesome, just as it occurs in tubercular phthisis, and often in connexion with such symptoms as lead to the supposition of the existence ol that fatal disease.
Spinal tenderness may be found in all these cases; and, as has been so often stated, may keep up the symptoms, after the cause in which it originated has been removed. Mr 
